Was it fate? was I very bad in a previous life? or was it 
just bad luck? 

As I see it 90% of all boys choose their favourite team 
when they’re about 12 to 14 - now that was many 
moons (blue ones ?) ago - but in the early seventies, 
strange as it may seem nowadays, the glamour team 
around town played in sky blue and white and their 
name was Manchester City. This was the team for me. 
Full of talent with current England Internationals 
Francis Lee and Colin Bell, they won the League - 
Championship, FA Cup, League Cup and the 
European Cup Winners Cup all in the space of four 
years - the glory years were there and I was mighty 
proud. Malcolm Allison was the flamboyant manager, 
all Havana cigars and designer flares, and he could do 
no wrong - that is until he signed probably the most 
skillful player ever to have graced the Maine Road turf 
~ Rodney Marsh. At the time I thought it was a master 
stroke, Rodney was impudent to the extreme, known to 
perform a triple overhead somersault with two half 
twists before slamming the ball in the net, someone 
who added thousands to the crowd every week. 
However all was not as it seemed - apparently the 
carefully constructed team spirit was breaking up as 
Rodney claimed all the accolades. Although they were 
wonderful to watch, Manchester City started not 


When Saturday 
. Comes 


Sports Print are acting as 
agents for the English 
Football fanzine “When 
Saturday Comes’. This is 
a monthly publication that 
takes a look at the lighter 
side of the game, and 
allows the fans their say 
about what's good and not 
so good about English 
football. 
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get some evaluation 
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winning, in fact they developed this itito 
something approaching an art form (and of course 
have won nothing since). 

Money was frittered away on supposedly fresh 
talent - a certain player called Daley (Laurie ? 
Arthur ? - no Steve) cost a record transfer fee 
before being put out to grass with the rest of the 
donkeys. The inhabitants of the Kippax 
stand(famous for its aroma of meat and potato pie 
and beery belches) were starting to get restless, 


and were sometimes Inown to boo their own team. 


off the pitch at half time - and these were the 
‘loyal supporters’ ! 

But don’t get me wrong - there have been 
wonderful times at jolly old Maine Road - 
especially during the silly season where everyone 
bought an inflatable banana to the game (legend 
has it that this was started by someone calling 
Imre Varadi, Imre Banana) and even the team got 
into the swing of things by throwing inflatables 
into the crowd, But those were the dark days 
when it was deemed that a plastic inflatable 
banana was a potential dangerous weapon and so 
the wonderful silliness stopped. 

So my team languishes, at the moment, in the 
nether regions of the First Division, visiting the 
grounds of such exotic places as Southend-On- 
Sea waiting for the next golden era ~ I’m just 
wondering how long an era is ! 


Thanks to all contributors for your efforts, and keep 
them coming. Next month let’s try to get it up to a 
20 page format. 


Next Month in 
The Farr Post. 


The Farr Post, 
c/- Sports Print 
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Bulimba, 
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Arrowsmith, 
Dann to run 
Q.S.F. together 


Gordon Arrowsmiths challenge to Queensland Soccer 

Federation President Wally Dann failed at the Annual 

General Meeting on November 24th. In a first-past-the- 

post ballot held that morning Wally Dann was returned 
as President by the member clubs. 

However, there was some 


consolation for Arrowsmith as| clubs and the inability to sell 


he succesfully challenged Vice-| the game to the Queensland 
President Guido Canales for| public. 

his job. Canales will stay on the] A number of questions came 
board, though, with new boys| from the floor to both 
Martin Critchell and Glenn] candidates, in particular one 
Davis being accepted from the| from the Rochedale Rovers 
floor. The three members to| delegate, Geoff Millward, 
retain their positions were Ron| who pursued Dann on his 
Bradley, Ray Evans and Ian} broken promises in the past, 
Dalzell. and finished with, “Can we 
In a meeting that lasted just| trust you this time ?”. 

under three hours, the ballot for} In the coming months it will 
the Presidency threw up some] be interesting to see how the 
interesting events, as| two work together as they 
Arrowsmith made plain his 

disappointment at the track] Continued.on Page 2 

record of last years board. His 

decision to ind against Dann “Football’s 
was based on the lack of 
Marketing expertise at Perry 
Park, a constant stream of 
further financial levies on the 


not a 


matter of life or death, 
it’s much 


more 
important than that.” 
The late, great Bill 
Shankly. 


Decenber 1996 1996 
— Number 3 


Letters To 
The Editor 
(Page 12) 


... And more. 


Sunday, Bloody Sunday ! 


Attending the annual general meeting 
of the Q.S.F. last month was not 
something that I would like to occur 
more than once a year. As an observer 
(as were most delegates) I felt my 
mind wandering on many occasions. 
How far it all seemed from a cold 
Friday night at Moggill when the only 
decisions one had to make were to run 
around the park chasing the ball, or 
stand in the bar, and keep topping 
oneself up with pies and coffee. (No 
disrespect to Moggill intended - but it 
does get cold out there !) 

The challenge for the Presidency was, 
undoubtably, the highlight of the 
morning, and it looked like getting 
quite dirty at one point as both 


challenger and incumbent traded 


Dann, Arrowsmith . . . 
Continued from page 1 


seem to be from different mindsets. 
At one point I thought that it was 
going to get a bit heated when 
comments about past events flew 
across the table, and there didn’t 
seem to be too much love lost 
between the two. 

Gordon Arrowsmith has obviously 
courted much support from the 
clubs, and even though they didn’t 
give him the top job, he has been 
given a chance to make good some 
of his promises. If he doesn’t 
deliver, then he could be dumped 
just as quickly as he was elected. 


(T™) 
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comments. But it all ended with smiles 
and handshakes. 

Guido Canales = was obviously 
disappointed at being the sacrificial lamb, 
and the message to Wally Dann frem the 
floor seemed very clear - “Let this be a 
warning !” 

Ian Brusasco took the chair whilst the 
ballots were in progress, and his call for 
the vote “For - Against - Carried” came 
out quicker than a Farina strike on goal. 
He looked quite bored with the whole 
process, and seemed more than happy to 
hand the chair back to Dann when it was 
all over. 

Former Brisbane City Council Mayor 
Clem Jones was awarded his life- 
membership for services to the game over 
the past 25 years, and if all readers of this 
rag (sorry, mag) did half of what Clem is 
reported to have done for the game, then 
we’d need to get to Suncorp stadium a lot 
earlier than we currently do to get a good 
seat for a Strikers game. 

Financially, the Q.S.F. is in pretty good 
shape, but from the comments of one or 
two people it seems that the clubs are 
propping up the Federation with a 
number of levies that according to 
Arrowsmith, should be scrapped. Laurie 
Carwardine was re-elected unopposed as 
Treasurer, and answered a number of 
questions from the floor, but nothing that 
he couldn’t handle quite easily. Any 
player getting sent off for a second or 
subsequent time would have to shell out a 
bit more in fines, but I don’t think that 
there’ll be too many complaints there. 
Overall, it was interesting to put names to 
faces, as it was my first A.G.M., but, 
hopefully, I can con somebody else into 
going next year. 

Tony Moran. 
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sointment of Terry Venables as 
a good 
on, no matter what anybody says. 
start he will get us games against 
teams around the world, just 
se of who he is. Forget playing 

\rabia and China, we need to be 
he top European and South 
ean sides regularly, if we are to 
es against them at World Cup 
es against Italy, Germany and 


nal Soccer coach is 


© a must for our players to gain 


it level. Okay, so we might get 
y trounced, by those teams, but 
happen now, than on the world 
France in two years time. 

n spending most of his time in 
pe... well, isn’t that where most 
est players play ? Out of a squad 
rty or so players who come in to 
ntion for World Cup places, how 
jlay in the Ericsson Cup ? 


‘ee, that in the short term it will 


lead to an exodus of players 
ig clubs overseas, but that is 
x going to happen whilst our game 
ond-class sport here in Australia. 

y, however, as our game gets 


a and more professional the 


Orship dollars will come in, and 


alay ers will return. 
¥y, ® merry xmas to all associated | 


btball, and let’s make 1997 the 
of the round bail game If!!! 


valuable experience in competing 
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s What Price The Strikers ? 


After the sacking last season of Strikers coach 
Bruce Stowell the job was offered to Frank Farina 
in the role of Player/Manager. At the time rumours 
did the rounds that he didn’t want the job so soon 
after returning from Europe, and with still a couple 
of years left as a player, In the first of three articles 
from “Jock” (our Scottish connection - did you 
guess 7), it seems that there are a few issues that 
Frank should be aware of. 


For whatever reasons the Brisbane Strikers 
administration have chosen to gamble with a 
Player/Coach arrangement, this season. It is almost 
guaranteed to fail ! 

Like it or not that is the reality of the situation. 

Sure, they may have some short term success, mainly 
driven by the “thigh-slapping” enthusiasm and some 
short-lived high morale but it won't last any length of 
time - say more than three-quarters of one season. 
These are the hard facts and you only need to read the 
history books on the game and there is a trail of “very 
dead” players (good and bad} who tried and failed to 
not only bridge the gap between playing and coaching, 
but also tried to keep playing at the same time. 

On the positive side there is one success story 
recorded in history and that accolade belongs to the 
diminutive Johnny Giles who left Leeds United to 
become Player/Coach of West Bromwich Albion with 
some sustained success over two or three seasons. 
One necessary attribute of a successful Coach is the 
ability to manage people and that becomes very hard 
when you have your head in the sand trying to mix the 
roles of being an integral part of the playing stafff and 
simultaneously addressing people issues especially 
when they become disciplinary ones. 

| wish the Strikers every success and will eat my words 
if they have any maintained success (say, two seasons) 
with a Player/Coach arrangement - but what price will 
you give me against this happening ? 


(Well, “Jock”, there's some very tasty words there, 
and I hope you're hungry, because the Ericsson Cup 
league table is looking quite healthy from a 
Queensland point of view I) 
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Knights Crowned ! 


Yes, I know, another comy title for a 
match report, but who cares ? Three 
points against any team from the 
Croation community are, valuable 
whatever the weather. 

Just over 5000 turned up to see the 
Strikers dominate the first half, and 
should have been three up after thirty 
minutes. Farina scored a great header 
at the far post after a good run through 
the midfield by Wehrmann, and how 
long did he hang in the air, before 
sending it in against the underside of 
the bar ? 

The Knights equalised after sloppy 
defending allowed a run by Pondelijak 
to go unchecked and he beat Bolton 
from close range - the ball going 
through his legs. Just on 45 minutes 
our hopes were raised once more, 
when Farina sent a header just wide. 
In the second half the Strikers created 
some more good chances, but couldn't 
hit the net. Farina copped an elbow in 
the face, and his marker, Knights 
captain, Andrew Marth was sent off 
with about half an hour to play. Ten 
minutes later Ivan Duzel walked afler 
jumping on Gary Phillips who had 
tripped in the tackle, and Alan Hunter 
got a yellow card for waving "Bye- 
bye" to him as he left the park. 

Still the Strikers found it difficult to 
break the Knights defence, and we all 
expected the visitors to go down the 
other end and take the points with a 
late goal, as John Markovski always 
looked dangerous. 

Late in the second half Brayshaw was 
sent off for an alleged head-butt, 
which saw the Knights centre half, 
Zoran Markovski, fall to the ground 
holding his face approximately 3 
hours and 17 minutes after the blow 
was supposed to have struck ! 
Substitute Wayne Knipe scored the 
winner, and his first for the club with 
only minutes to go. A tribal dance 
followed - obviously a very excited 
young chappie ! 


“The Farr Post 


4 Olympic Get Silver Medal 
‘The early signs looked ominous as UTS 

scored within five minutes through Saad 
“Abbas. They made ail the early chances, 
means looked a lot sharper to the ball. 
Farina & Brown got no change from the 
central defenders, and it was only when 
~ Cranney down the right and Brayshaw 


and in the last fifteen minutes Bolton 
had to make three fine saves, as the 
Strikers got lazy at the back. Emerton 
was impressive, and Abbas always 
looked dangerous. 

Meredith appeared, and began hacking 
away at all and sundry, and was 


‘down the left took the bail wide that they | restrained from attacking — sub 
looked dangerous. Becirbegovic by Farina, the ref, and half 
Just on the stroke of half-time Battistin | his own team II!!! Not even a card, and 


alised for the Strikers, and the 
ond half was a different story. They 
e oul and took the game to Olympic, 
ting many scoring opportunities. 
r about an hour Cranney was put 
ugh on the right, but the UTS ‘keeper 
houtsos came way out of his area, 
a ind saved at Cranneys feet. He was sent 
, and Norm Tome went in to replace 
n. Within a couple of minutes the 
kers took the lead through Troy 
finey, and as UTS tried to come to 
s with their disadvantage it was all 
ers for the next 15 minutes. Tome 
ked wonders in between the sticks, 
Brown made it three minutes later. 
couple of subs for UTS were made, 


very lucky to stay on the park. 

Anyway a deflected shot in the final 
minutes saw the Strikers make it 4 -1, 
and Hunter got Man Of The Match. 


Overall UTS looked very dangerous, and 
no surpise to be up there with the front 
runners, Strikers looked a bit shaky at 
the back, but new boy Mathew Bell 
looked pretty solid if inexperienced. 
Having beaten both the Knights and UTS 
at home in recent weeks, the Strikers 
deserve to be up there too, but the real 
test will be away to these teams, and 
matches against Sydney United and 
Collingwood will also be interesting 
measuring sticks. 
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“Bushy” Loses 
Out To Venables 


South Farr Wanderers reserve grade coach, and 
local character “Bushy” Brown was angry at 
David Hills choice of new National Soccer coach 
last week, when he revealed that he had applied 
for the covetted position when Eddie Thompson 
resigned in October. 

Brown, who played nearly twenty years with the 
Wanderers, without breaking into the first team, 
claimed that Hill had “obviously not done his 
homework” in assessing all the job applicants. 
“The guy hasn’t got two brain cells to rub 
together”, he said last week in between drinking 
sessions at the South Farr Hotel, where he rents a 
room, and pays off his bar tab by taking Japanese 
tourists on trips to his “Bush Dunny Collection” 
ten kilometres south of town. 

“it should have been given to an Australian”, he 
claimed. “There are plenty more local candidates 
nner 
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for the job. Never tind Barcelona, wherever 
that is, or bloody England ! Look at cousin 
“Bluey” up the road at North Farr ! He’s 
coached at Roma, so if you’re looking for 
someone with overseas experience, why not 
give him a go? At least he’s true blue | It’s 
the worst thing you could have. done was 
give it to a pom. 
The reason Venables can only spend 40% of 
his time out here, is ‘cos he’s got to spend the 
other 60% in Londons High Court | Bushy 
shouted, after a pretty hectic game of two- 
up in the public bar one afternoon, when he 
lost fifty dollars (and two teeth, when he 
disputed the decision). 
There’s no doubting Bushy’s love of the 
game, but with a record that has seen him 
sent off fifty-three times in his career, we 
weren’t going to argue with him - especially 
after another Sunday afternoon session, 
which saw him banned yet again from the 
public bar. 
Outside on the hotel verandah, mopping the 
blood from his mouth, he left us with these 
parting words .. . “It’s not about the money, 
you know - although it would come in 
handy - but Venables just doesn’t know the 
people of this country like I do. Anyway, if 
you get me a six-pack from the bottle shop 
Y'll tell you about the time I kicked old 
“Bluey” all over the park a couple of years 
back. Is the only time in the history of the 


Q.S.F. that the same player has been sent off 


twice in the same game |” 

As we left we didn’t have the heart to tell 
him that the Roma “Bluey” coached wasn't 
in Italy. 

(TM) 
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ithe Bruce 
“Interview 


se second part of our interview with Bruce 
we talked about the QS.F. 
sture, and the local football scene here 
isbane, and asked him what the future 
it hold for Australian soccer. 


OSF has just restructured. The 
” were not made public, and now we 
a Premier League containing eight 
- seyen of those from the Brisbane 
Can you give us your views on the 
eturing, and also perhaps, what you 
of the level of soccer in the local 
¢ in Brisbane compared to the N.S.L. 
a gap? 
ie initially say that ’m not privy to the 
a that’s been laid down, so all I’m 
fyom the outside looking in, is to put 
nd two together and hoping that I’m 
to get four, but I don’t think I will. | 
initially, as far as the selected teams go, 
I beli il’s a huge disappointment. I think 
fal seven teams from Brisbane and one 
der does not constitute a new change, a 
ection, All it does is get rid of some of 
s and bring one outside team in. I 
inly would have been looking at talking 
likes of the Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, 
Toowoomba who didn’t apply, but 
elesss, | would have talked to them to 
ey could put together a quality side, at 
ind that met the criteria. I certainly also 
have said “why eight, why not ten ?” 
you still want a bigger local interest, 
t reduce your outsiders for the sake of 
ig it al cight. The teams that they’ve 
d, I am disappointed in, simply 
I don’t think geographically they’ve 
d the Brisbane Metropolitan area. In 
Maet if you look at Brisbane City, there’s no- 


Stowell 


one further north until you get to Bundaberg. 
I think that’s a crying shame, and I certainly 
would have gone to the likes of Pine Rivers 
and North Star and some other club and said 
“What chance is there of some of you 
amalgamating ? What chance is there of you 
putting your collective heads together and 
comung up with one quality side ?”. This has 
been in the pipeline so long that those sorts 
of things could have been discussed a lot 
earlier and going back to when I was State 
Director of Coaching I put a proposal 
together that I worked on myself, and I 
divided Brisbane up into eight areas and I 
drew a triangle in each area. Now, in that 
triangle, that district, there is only one senior 
club, and all the things within that area are 
going to guide you towards putting all the 
best players in that area, and no other player 
can go outside unless one arca says we don’t 
require him. OK, it might have been a bit 
restrictive for them, but I certainly believe 
that those eight districts would have certainly 
put together one premier league side each 

and then worked very hard towards 
developing that one side. I also said that 
there ought to be four outsiders, and going 
back seven or eight years, those four 
outsiders were the Sunshine Coast, Gold 
Coast, Bundaberg and Toowoomba. Surely 
seven or eight years is sufficient time for 
them to have come up with a better solution 

that what they’ ve done now. 


The quality of players? 

There’s a huge, huge gap between the local 
league and N.S.L. and don’t let anybody kid 
you that there isn’t. Forget the results of 
Brisbane Lions versus Brisbane Strikers - 
there’s still a huge gap. This is created, J 
believe, because there’s too many players 
going round and round - from one club to 
another and for this reason I don’t believe 
there’s the inclusion of the better, younger 


i et ge 
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players, whilst they are still young, (and I’m 
talking about 15 and 16), so that they can 
develop and push out your older ones. I don ‘t 
think there’s enough coaching from juniors right 
the way through, and again maybe it’s because 
some clubs are a little bit frightened that they can 
do some coaching and developing, and the 
players will just walk away. That’s why I think 
there’s got to be, in some regards, a restriction as 
to what players do outside some particular zones. 
1 don’t believe that the parameters are broad 
enough that will allow players to come and 
develop and then go into other areas. 
I would also say that I don’t believe that what 
Bundaberg are suggesting they’re going to do, 
and that’s have Strikers’ players as guest players, 
is going to do anything for Bundaberg soccer. 
What it is going to do, I think, is turn people 
away and tum maybe some good players away, 
rather than encourage that raw talent, to play, 
because they’ve all got three years initially, and 
I don’t believe that inviting guest players is 
something that they should allow to happen in 
this new structured competition. You know that 
in the three years that I was the Strikers’ coach, 
I must have spent every weekend, once my 
season had finished, visiting every game that I 
could on the weekend, visiting every team, to see 
every player, and there are so few good ones 
around. 
The more I saw these players, the less I believed 
that the quality was coming through. Now the 
Q.A.S. is something that will assist in this, but I 
still believe that a lot has to be done at the 
Premier League level and hopefully through the 
restructuring that will allow a bigger contingent 
to go from the local league into the N.S.L. Since 
Frank has taken over he’s brought Waugh in 
from Brisbane City, but apart from him and a 
Yugoslav that I haven’t seen, there is nobody 
else. So obviously Frank is of a similar opinion 
that there are very few players here that can 
make the gap in the immediate future. I did it 
with Mark Battistin and it proved to be a success. 
He certainly proved that you can bridge that gap 
if you’ ve got some quality and he turned out to be 


The Farr Post 


a big succes even though I stopped playing him 
as a striker and played him as a central 
defender, and even though towards the end of 
the season it got a little bit much for him. I 
don’t think there’s sufficient quality to say that 
the Strikers at this stage are going to be wholly 
and solely looking at local talent. 


You say that you haven’t worked since the 
Strikers sacked you, but would you coach a 
club like City or Rochedale in the new re- 
structured comp? And have you been 
approached by any local clubs ? 

At this stage, no. I’ve come out from what I 
think is a successful time with the Brisbane 
Strikers. I'd like to think that the quality of 
player that ’ve worked with, and the quality of 
performance that I’ve got from those players, 
suggests that there is, hopefully, another club 
somewhere that will allow me to remain within 
the N.S.L. So initially, no, P’'ve not made 
approaches to anybody and nobody has made 
any approaches to me, and J don’t mean to be 
disrespectful, but I still believe that my future 
is with N.S.L. and beyond, and consequently, 
no, the local scene, doesn’t at this stage, hold 
any interest towards me. 


You've said there’s a lack of talent here in 
Brisbane. Do you put that down to the 
coaching you've mentioned there, or do you 
think a lot of it’s got to do with kids these 
days seeing that there’s no money in soccer? 
I think that is a huge negative that there is no 
money locally outside the N.S.L. for players and 
that they’ll possibly look towards moving on 
towards other sports whether they might be 
Rugby League, Rugby Union, Aussie Rules, or 
the ironman events, and so on. So obviously 
that has some bearing. But I still believe that if 
the youngster is keen enough, and wants to 
work hard enough, then he’s got to set his sights 
on trying to achieve the opportunity which is 
N.S.L., whether it be with the Strikers or 
whether it be with any of the other clubs that 
are around. So, yes, money has a bearing, but I 
still believe that hard work counts for a lot, and 
I don’t think that a lot of players nowadays want 
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to put that hard work in. Pe see ee a 


» think a lot of its got to do with us war o : 

Sing from the same aie 6 the world? es — a ae ju tag stone Hele 
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goals and nets, and bibs and balls and such like, is Japan alten ae aera nen 
something that I never had when I was a youngster. | soin : let? is tone eee 
Floodlights had never been invented when I was : - HOME a Spat 
playing, and we didn’t have all this equipment i Aiea Gee ence 
"when I was a kid. We used to play in the street”. ee en if sivas a air 
"The street”, they said, “what about the cars ?” I | oes out a cobain ee eat 
"said “I picked snickets, and played under lamp- Sia st Raa 


make up maybe a_ sixt 
_ posts where there were very few cars, and it iti : geeege ea 
, was | competition, but where you can go 


amazing how many cars slowed down i 
until you played, before they went eae ai ai : oe ee 
just got out there and said ‘if you want to play, then | this can open u an peeeiaae rte 8 
in you come, whether you were eleven-year old or league ate ae ea ears = ects 
twenty-year old’, and that’s how IJ leamed to cut away nee aa ne ea elene a 
my teeth. But some of you fellows wouldn’t turn up | so why should . ey . aan abs 
unless the floodlights were switched on, the grass | the aes Why i ee ail re . 
- i 2 Me corner flags up, and that | looking at those . of thin * ie . 
. But we’ve got to go back to those looking at it as a leag tl seein 
days, where players are made to work hard before two, and I’m s ies es ci i 2 
they can get on the park, and I’m sure that they'll That might, i pus sages 
Biieottrage themselves then, if that’s the word, and cae pe deed aes 
they'll have a greater reason for trying to achieve. money’s here ny eet on 
: ec 
from then on. Maybe down the track, one 
of the sides that wins this competition 
might get to play against the European Cup 
winners or South American champions. 


We touched on the subject of money there, with 
this Super Leage ruling just come through the 
ae do you think there’s a threat with the 
Problem of the logos recently, that some of the | You've really got to open the old blinker. 

s 


Tich clubs might want to break 
away and form d t thi ia’ 
Their own league, and include franchises from a Ban ran ie ad a 


‘other sporting clubs? For example Carlton 


Last topic - The future. If we qualified for 
the World Cup in France, how far would you 
expect Australia to get in that competition ? 

I would be bitterly disappointed if Australia 
wasn’t in France in 1998. I say that basing my 
visions of the future on the number of players 
that are now playing overseas and the quality of 
the competition here, even though it is not of 
European quality. But there are some very good 
players here, so I would be bitterly disappointed 
if we didn’t make ‘98. I would also be 
disappointed if we didn’t utilise the strengths of 
those players and the knowledge of those players 
and the opportunities that those players have got 
themselves through hard work. What I don’t 
want is Eddie, or whoever it may be, putting his 
hand up and saying we have just drawn, and it’s 
a good result. It’s a result that if we'd worked 
harder we could have improved upon, but you 
can’t say that any loss is a good result, and I 
think the press, whether it be the electronic or 
the written media, have got to stop trying to pick 
people for selective jobs - have got to stop 
running Soccer Australia, and have got to sit 
back and report how Europeans report the game. 
If you lose the game, then it’s been a pretty bad 
result, and look at the reasons why, and report 
from your knowledge of the game as to why you 
believe that was a bad result, and what we 
should be doing to improve it. But don’t start 
trying to pick teams, don’t start trying to pick 
coaches, because the more you say it, the more 
people will listen, and you’re sending us down 
the wrong track. 


What now for Bruce Stowell? 

Well, obviously I don’t know. I’m at a loose end. 
I’m hoping that something will occur. At this 
stage Pve looked at putting my C.V. through the 
U.K., through Malaysia, through Singapore. [ll 
be honest and say that I’ve sent it to a certain 
club here in Australia with a view to the future. 
I want to stay at the game at this level or beyond, 
and I’m prepared to travel to do that. Before you 
ask, if anything occurs in regard to the National 
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Coach job, then obviously, at this stage, all Pll 
say is that it’s something that I’ve got to 
consider. Because I want to continue 
improving, and because I believe I have the 
qualities and abilities, having already been to 
two world cups with the under sixteen’national 
sides, in ‘85 and ‘87, I firmly believe that ve 
got more experience since then, and I don’t 
believe that I should be put on one side for 
anybody else here in Australia, because I 
believe that ’'m the equal to anybody here in 
Australia, so I would certainly be looking at 
waiting to see what happened and then 
obviously making a decision from there. 


Bruce Stowell, thank you very much. 


(As the news of the Terry Venables 
appointment came through, we telephoned 
Bruce for his views on the decision, this was 
his comment...) 


I think that it’s a good decision as far as the 
qualifications of the man are concerned. Any 
coach who has the names of Barcelona and 
England on his C.V. is obviously a very good 
candidate. But I do have a problem with the 
fact that he only plans to be here in Australia 
for 40% of the time. This could backfire on the 
local players who are hoping to get into the 
squad for the World Cup in 1998. I don’t think 
that they'll get a fair go, and J think that the 
coach should reside here in Australia. 

I agree with David Hill that it is a good 
investment, but the financial side of the job is 
really of no importance. In fact I think that the 
question of money would not have arisen if he 
(Venables) intended to spend more time here 
in Australia. 

As far as the local players are concerned, I can 
only think that it will exacerbate the drain of 
talent to Europe. This is obviously going to 
harm the game here immensely, just at a time 
when we were trying to promote the N.S.L., 
and increase the playing standards. Let’s just 
hope it all works out for the best. 
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il Results 
mbe 7th. 


The The European Champi 


ions Lea 


oup A: Ajax Amsterdam 1 Auxerre 2; Glasgow Rangers 2 Grasshoppers Zurich 1, 

Group B; Steaua Bucharest 1 Atletico Madrid 1; Widzew Lodz 1 Borussia Dortmund 1. 
p C; Manchester United 0 Juventus 1;Fenerbahce 1 Rapid Vienna 0. 

ro0p D: FC Porto 1 AC Milan 1;Rosenborg BK 2 IFK Gothenburg 1. 


A. Made 


B. Dortmund 


Widzew 1. 


Ss. Badin 


meW Db L F Ai sPt 


Merbkee 5 2 1 2 3 4 «7 


mud. 85 2 0 3 4 3 6 


5 4 1 0 9 4 13 


‘RapVieenn 5 0 2 3 2 10 2 


aa Paro 


Gothenburg 


As We go to print, the final round of games in 
‘group stage will be underway, and in all 
groups (except B where Borussia Dortmund 
ad Alletico Madrid have already qualified), 
iiree of the four teams can still advance to the 
kn ag kout stage, 

A, Auxerre surprised last years 
imalists Ajax, with a 1 - 2 win away in 
Hol olland, whilst Ally Mc Coist scored twice for 
Rangers when they picked up their first points 
a2- 1 win over Grasshoppers of Zurich. 
This ie eaves all but Rangers on nine points, with 
Shoppers the toughest tie against Ajax in 

ih bef nal round of games. 
Asmentioned earlier, Group B is already sewn 
‘Up With Atletico Madrid favourites to finish on 
bi aller their final game at home to Widzew 
Gro i) C is by far the most interesting. After 
‘Tosiig two on the trot at home, Manchester 


United must travel to Vienna to play Rapid, 
who have only two points to their credit so far. 
Last month United were beaten at home by 
Fenerbahce, and a fortnight ago were outplayed 
by last years Champions Juventus - del Piero 
scoring from a penalty to win 1 - 0. 53,000 saw 
the Reds beaten by the Italians, who will finish 
on top of Group C, and must go into the quarter- 
finals as favourites on their current form. 

In Group D, a fiery encounter between FC Porto 
and AC Milan saw an incident after the final 
whistle involving George Weah, and Jorge 
Costa reported to UEFA. The game ended 1 - 1 
meaning that Milan must avoid defeat to finish 
second behind Porto in that group, when they 
play Rosenborg at home. 

The quarter-finals will be played on March 5th 
and 19th over two legs, as will the semis on 
April 9th and 23rd. The final, however, is over 
90 minutes on May 28th. 
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Just before The Farr Post 2 went to | studies that it would not be in the best 


print last month we received a letter interests of the region or the new competitioin 
to submit an application on behalf of an 


from Peter Williamson, who Was | individual club. 
Chairman of the Gold Coast City | soccer on the Gold Coast has always been 


Soccer Club. This club was one of | fragmented with having individual clubs from 
region supporting the Brisbane - 


those who applied for inclusion in the | the _ reg 
newly farmed Q SF. Premier Lease competition and not the Gold Coast League, 
y i ree ees and whilst we must recognise this has helped 
but according to him they were | with the development of the Gold Coast in the 
rejected for no apparent reason. Here | past, it cannot in the future. It has been proven 
is his letter in full. . . in more recent years that clubs such as Nerang 
or Palm Beach or Broadbeach in regional 
Sir areas, will not - I repeat WILL NOT - 
CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE GOLD | ©ommand support from other clubs within the 
COAST! region, the game is too parochial, too many 
Yes, we really do mean that, Your new paper people want to see them fail. After all you are 
“The Farr Post” was like a breath of fresh air asking people who have been in battle for 30 
and thank you for having the courage to run | Y°2"S to suddenly support the enemy - who is 
your front page story. If I may I would like to kidding = ny avcinctan tack ae 
add a little more information to that story pout 1S CSE ANG CHEE UE, ASL EE We 
which your readers may not be aware of. don’t keep up, we are Ie ek We lave cael 
On receipt of the application and criteria for oF that box one begin to think and plan 
entry to the new XXXX league, we here on creatively or die ! The game used to need 
the Gold Coast became quite enthusiastic lateral thinkers but now we need multi-lateral 
about this “New Vision” for the premier thinkers, because quite frankly, our game in 
competition in the state. For months we sat ae a ald, nee i ql eee be 
and talked about how best we here on the | COOWebS - there is Be ee oe Eee 
Gold Coast could help with this new vision, planning, no goal getting and certainly no 
being given the opportunity once in over a achievement. In the past decade what has been 
decade we did not want to make any | contribution to the big picture, the code in 
mistakes. We had experienced first hand the Australia i eae 
failure of other sports on the Gold Coast in Our main objective was to develop a plan that 
their attempt to attract local support by entry would not only enhance the game on the Gold 
of teams into State and National competition, Coast but would also be an asset to the 
competition and code itself. 


we have studied their techniques and Cae obieckt Sat hick ted 
strategies in marketing, management on and | VU! CdJeclives were set at a very high leve 


off the field, the opportunity to do this was and our creation had to meet a very strict 
priceless i criteria for us to push forward to the final stage 


Whilst my personal involvement was with the Be submission ace ye 
Palm Beach Soccer Club and this club could | !- Gain support from a minimum of 75% of the 


quite easily compete with the best Brisbane ae eee lit hss 
could throw at us under this new structure, it | ¢:,2¢ 4 "uly cosmopolitan organisation, non- 


was decided after weeks of research and case as with any one group but supported by 
all. 
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ate 


~ # Mave a home ground second to none 
4. Be fully funded , 
5. ee a professional management team 
with experience in playing 
Administration and business, ee 
6. Have long term objectives, 
7. Ensure that the local cor iti 
: mpetition s 
is nol disadvantaged in any way, en 
We began this almost impossible task in 


tinder their belt, including the stati 
finager from Prime Ty Channel 7 Gold 
Coast, the art director of the Gold C ; 
Bulletin, a business man that owns a eae 
ind marketing company, a business man that 
wntrols a multi-million dollar business a 


' : : 
q bustaieas plan contained much much 
re, but then we could have explained all 


A, 


13 


ee Support that soccer has just lost 
. oe union. No wonder this great game 
S losing highly skilled People when they 


are treated in thi 
ready |! this way, Maybe we are not 


Peter Williamson, 
Chairman, 
Soccer Club. 


Gold Coast City 
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Hi All, 

I enjoyed your first issue. I've been following 
local teams since the Philip's League started 
and I was a director at Brisbane City for a 
couple of years, though not of Italian 
background. My lifelong obsession is Man U 
( which makes life just a little difficult just 
now!) my second football love is the Strikers 
and I have probably missed only one home 
game since they started as United. 

Enough autobiography! 

A clear and obvious problem with the 
advancement of the code in Brisbane, and the 
rest of OZ for that matter, is information from 
the media. For instance, last night and again 
this morning I have listened in vain to ABC 
news to discover last night's result - as per 
usual bloody nothing - naturally NBA was 
mentioned and even the Premier League 
results, but not the Strikers. We are top of the 
table too!!! (Maybe were, I still don't know the 
score), 

Last year I contacted ASF, Strikers 
management, the ABC and the Courier Mail, 
but none of them is willing to take any blame. 
I don't know if the Strikers have anyone who 
cares enough and can pull his finger out 
enough to just maybe spend a couple of 
minutes to ring a couple of media outlets after 
a game - home or away. At least then the 
excuse of no-one told us will not do. The 
Strikers said they had an 0055 infoline, but 
no-one used it. I wonder how many knew it 
existed? I suggested that all they need do is 
buy an answering machine (dirt cheap now), 
plug it into their line after hours and find 
someone (once again) who cares enough to 
spend a few minutes to go in and put the result 
on it. No response as far as I know - I'll just 
give them a ring now. 

Well, there is an answering machine which 
told me the next game is v Melbourne Knights 
and tickets are available from Ticket World 
(this at 11.30 AM on Sunday). Most 
illuminating!! 


Sorry to get a bit carried away, but I really do 
CARE. If the code is to progress it will depend 
on support and I should have thought that every 
avenue to encourage that needs exploration. 
Look at the trouble,and probably some 
expense, to previously have fat guys my age in 
thongs shooting at goal and now little kiddies 
having fun at half time which I seriously doubt 
(apart from the kiddies’ kith and kin) increases 
the gate at all. It was astounding that, having 
won 6-1 the previous week the attendance was 
down 1000 ! 

The reason for this mailing originally was to 
complain about the Courier Mail's frequently 
non-existant coverage of the Strikers. It gets 
right up my nose to hear the ground announcer 
( who by the way won't win the Ground 
Announcer of the Year Award) telling 

how the paper is involved in soccer and 
supports the Strikers when it appears to be 
patently untrue. If Alfie Langer's grandma 
broke wind in the middle of December the 
Courier would find space to report it, but 


manages to go several days a week with no - 


mention of our team at all. Again, obviously I 
don't know whether the fault lies with the 
Strikers not sending info or the C-M just not 
using it. Surely there must always be 
SOMETHING about the team just to keep it in 
the sports section every day. 

If you like, I'm willing to monitor it and send 
you a weekly progress report of blank Striker 
days in the newspaper that purports to support 
them. Last week, for example - 

Tuesday, October 29th NO STRIKERS 
Wednesday, October 30th NO STRIKERS 
Friday, November Ist NO STRIKERS 


David Marshall (Red till I’m Dead), 
Brisbane, Australia 


(It would be an interesting exercise, and The 
Farr Postwould be more than happy to print 
your results - Ed) 


Sind 


. J & Melbourne, their Editor Kevin 


ath. 


. 
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Up” is another Football fanzine, 


opher wrote us this letter last 


G'day TPP 


{ through reading your first issue and 
{ | should fire off a letter of 
jation. It’s good to see there are other 
se fans who take the time to produce a 
yain reason for writing however is the 
scent decision by the Q.S.F. to restructure 
he ‘slate league and reduce the “premier” 
jon to eight teams. I haven’t done much 
ng around Brisbane ( or read the street 
ry) So | don’t know whether there is an 
ce in geographic terms (could TFP 
a map for the benefit of interstate 
s ?) bul the decision to include a team 
Bundaberg is the bit that intrigues me 
Is this the first time a provincial team 
been included in the state league ? 
oul knowing the population of Bundy or 
‘soccer history of the place or what their 
iting zone is likely to include, I can’t 
ip bul think it is a positive step by the 
f. to include a provincial team. In 
oria in recent times we have had North 
ong and Morwell in the top league and 
while the table had a real Victorian look 
i, rather than just teams from the 
etropolitan area. I can hardly wait for the 
When Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong and 
sland are all represented in the Vic 
ier League. Actually, the way Gippsland 
travelling, part of my dream may not be 
far away... 
byway, good luck with “TFP” and I look 
ard (o reading more about the Q.S.F. 
ion and subsequent appeals. 


evini Christopher, 
itor “Studs Up”. 


(Hopefully a map in a future issue | - Ed) 


Not THE Bnuce Stowell ! 


Sir, 

As someone visiting Australia on 
holiday | read with interest your 
interview with former Strikers 
manager Bruce Stowell. 

For the record, Bruce scored the 
winning goal in the first ever soccer 
match t saw live, playing for 
Bradford City at Valley Parade, 
Bradford against Stockport County 
in (1 think) the 1969/70 English 
league season. 

| never knew what became of him 
until | read this article. 


Dale Slingsby, 
Bradford, England. 


Dear Ed 

Could someone please tell me what 
type of ladder the Brisbane Strikers 
have climbed to the top of ? Is it a 6 foot 
step ladder or a double extendable ? 
Whichever type it is, maybe there 
should be a safety notice put on by the 
manufacturers, as climbing ladders in 
football boots is dangerous. Children 
should not do this at home 
unsupervised, 

Colin The Collie. 


Dear Ed, 

I don’t have a satellite or cable 
television, so I didn’t see the Tyson v 
Holyfield fight last weekend. But 
thanks to the ref on Saturday night I 
saw the next best thing, when the 
Brisbane Strikers played the Melbourne 
Knights, 

Colin The Collie. 


‘|Saturday Comes’. This is 
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\ieeel 


Unfortunately, there's no “My Team’ this 
month. | was going to do an article about 
English Second division ciub Burniey, 
but figured that if you'd got this far, the 
last thing you'd want is someone reliving 
those halcyon days of Andy Lochead 
and Ralph Coates (not a decent strand 
of hair between them). Anyway | for one 
am interested in hearing from any 
readers who want to write about their 
team. As a multicultural society we can 
draw on clubs from all over the world, so 
come on, you lot, get your pens out, and 
tell us about the team you supported as 
a kid, and, hopefully, still support. They 
don't need to be big professional clubs 
either --look at last months story {!! 

Free copies to the writers of printed 
articles. 


Last month | forgot to mention the name 
of the contributor, but after Steve 
Coppell resigned I'm sure Brian Moore 
would like to stay anonymous - whoops, 
sorry, Brian ! 


When Saturday 
Comes 


Sports Print are acting as 
agents for the English 
Football fanzine “When 


a monthly publication that 
takes a look at the lighter 
side of the game, and 
allows the fans their say 
about what's good and not 
so good about English 
| football. 


A 12 month subscription 
is $55, via SportsPrint, 
but if you want to check 
out a copy first, contact 
us, as we're negotiating to 
get some evaluation 
copies in from the U.K. 


“Jock” holds a 
coaching clinic. 


More news from the 
Farr country. 


Odds ‘n’ Sods 


Ron Bradley stole the show last 
week at the Q.S.F. A.G.M. 
when he told us how in his first 
year on the board he had to sit 
on the disciplinary panel. When 
one player was brought before 
them after being sent off the 
explanation given was, “No, I 
didn’t punch the referee. I just 
knocked his cap off to see if he 
had any brains in his head”. I'll 
bet that it’s true, aswell ! 


At the last Strikers 
match, | flicked through 
the Eye On Strikers, and 
had a chuckle to myself 
at the advert for The 
Courier Mail on one of 
the pages. “Everything 
for Soccer” it read. Weill, 
obviously some people 
don't think so, looking at 
the letter from. David 
Marshall on page 14. 


The opinions given within 
these pages are those of the 
individual contributors, and 
The Farr Post accepts no 
responsibility if people 
don’t like reading the truth. 


At half-time during the 
Strikers game against 
Olympic, someone 
behind me was heard to 
say, “That guy 
Brayshaw has, got 
something shaved into 
the hair on his head. | 
wonder if it signifies 
something”. His female 
partner was then heard 
to reply - “It signifies 
that he’s not completely 
bald !” 


Sean Tuttle, from St. 
Lucia, sent me an 
interesting snippet of 
information - “After 
watching Man.Utd. lose 
three games in a row they 
had to get someone from 
another team (Nigel 
Winterburn of Arsenal, I 
believe) to score their 


Thanks to all contributors for your efforts. The 
response to The Farr Post has been tremendous, 
and with the backlog of articles that we have yet to 
print we are hoping to go to 24 pages, in January. 
1997 looks like being a very busy year for us. 


Next Month in 
The Farr Post. 


The Farr Post, 
c/- SportsPrint 


_ | PO Box 478, 
Theoret What | Bulimba, 
footy fan QLD 4171. 


ears and Fitzroy Lions Aussie 
Jes clubs. When the two clubs 
ierged earlier this year they 
ir nced that they were 
ing their name to the 
Lions, with complete 
gard for the existing 
club of the same name. 
er a few months of legal 
angling the Aussie rules club 
ve come to realise that they 
a fight on their hands, and 
Brisbane Lions of the 
ball game are not going 
over and give up their 
sily, 
®@ two sides had a 
liminary court hearing on 
iday, 6th December, last 
if, but the real battle starts 
February 21st, when they 
iget yet again. 
#5 Moodley is the Marketing 
anager at the football club 


on Bears in 
. ourt Battle 


i seasons XX XX league champions, and 
€ bof the National Soccer Leagues founder 
bers, The Brisbane Lions Football Club 
iting up a fight in a bid to save their 
ime from being used by the merged Brisbane 
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Feoty Fane 
Guide to 

\ The Internet 
Page 16) 


Jock" 
\ (Page 6) 


down at Richlands, and he 
was adamant that there 
will only be one Brisbane 
Lions Football Club in 
Queensland this year. 

“We have a long history 
and tradition in this city”, 
he said when I met him in 
December. “Our club is 
forty years old next year 
(1997), and as well as 
playing good football on 
the pitch we provide a 
great service to the 
community in this area. 
The Aussie rules clubs 


Letters To 
The Editor 
(Page 18) 


A History of 
The Brisbane 
Lions Football 
Club 


Continued on Page 2 


“Football’s not a 
matter of life or death, 
it’s much more 


important than that.” 
The late, great Bill 
Shankly. 


.. And more. 


